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French, M.A. 
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The Master's program in French i s designed to provide a broad knowledge of t he French language, 

literature and culture. St udents may elect to focus on France exclusively or on the Francophone wor ld, 
with France as a primary a rea, as well as Francopho ne Europe, Quebec, Acadia, Louisiana , the Antilles 
and Haiti, Sub- Saharan Africa, the Ind ian Ocean, the Maghr eb, and the Mediterranean. Both th esis and 

non- thes is tracks ar e available. 

Admission 

To be considered for admission to the M.A. prog ram, a student must have earned a m inimum of 24 

semester hours in French beyond the elementary level. Students must d emonstrate or al and writ ten 

p rof iciency in French by su bmitting a sample of wri tten work in French (two research papers or a 

thesis) as well as a sound record ing demonstrating their oral proficiency. Transcripts of previous 

stud ies are required for admission into the Graduate School. Deficiencies in prerequisi tes and 

language proficiency must be made up during t he f ir st year of g raduate stud ies. The GRE is not 

required for admission. 

Required Courses 

The fol lowing courses o r their equivalents ar e required : 

• FREN 361 - Advanced French I 3 Cred it(s) . 

• FREN 362 - Advanced French II 3 Credi t(s). 

• FREN 471 - Survey of French Literature I 3 Credit(s). 

• FREN 472 - Su rvey of French Literature II 3 Credit (s). 

Advising 

Init ially, the g raduate coordi nator acts as advisor to all M.A. students. By the end of the f ir st year, the 

stud ent sets up a g raduate committee (no rmally includ ing t hree or fou r gradu ate faculty member s) . 

At least three members must be professors w ith g raduate facu lty status in the student's own 

department . This committee serves as the student ' s source for advice and academic planning through 

completion of t he M.A., serving as the student's comprehensive examination and thesi s committee as 

appropr iate. 

Requirements 

Students may proceed in one of th ree ways: 

Thesis Option 

Students p lanning to continue studies at the Ph.D. leve l m ust take a m inimum of 36 semester 
hours of graduate credit , including at least 30 semester hour s in French and Francop hone 

courses, and a minimum of 6 thesis hours. Eighteen of the semester hours in French and 

Francophone courses must be in cou rses limited to graduate students. 

Graduate assistants are required to take: 

• FREN 42 1 G - France and the Francop hone Wor ld 3 Cr edi t(s). 



• FREN 50 1 - Preparation Pedagog ique 3 Credit(s). 

All students are required to take: 

• FREN 540 - Cr it ique u n eraire 3 Credit (s). 

N on-Thesis Option 

Alternately, students may take a min imum of 36 semester hour s of graduate credit without writing 

a thesis. A student may schedule 36 semester hour s in French and Francop hone courses o r 30 

semester hours in French and Francophone courses, p lus 6 semester hours in a related f ield 

approved by the Graduate Faculty of the Department. Eighteen semester hou rs must be in courses 

l imited to graduate students. 

All students are required to take: 

• FREN 540 - Cr it ique Litteraire 3 Credit (s). 

Bilingual M .A. Concentration 

A third option is the M.A. program in French and Spanish. For t his opt ion , students take a 
minimum of 36 semester hour s of g raduate credit w ith 18 hours in French and 18 hours in 

Span ish. Eighteen semester hours must be in courses limited to graduate students. The M.A. in 

French and Spanish includes both the thesis opt ion and the non- thesis option. 

All students are r equired to take: 

• FREN 540 - Cr itique Litteraire 3 Credit (s). 

Examinations 

Each student m ust successfu lly complete comprehens ive w ritten and o ral examinations in three 

selected areas of concentration based on the student's coursework and t he department's reading 

l ist. On t he basis of performance on t hese examinat ions, the student will be (1) passed 

unconditionally, (2) required to take add itional writ ten examinat ions in areas found to be 

deficient, o r (3) d ropped from th e p rogram. St udents dropped from the program may appeal to 

the Francophone Stud ies Graduate Facu lty for reconsideration . Successful wri tten examinations 

wil l be fol lowed by an o ral examination which will focus on the three selected areas of 
concentration and which may also cover other areas of the reading list . Students may retake these 

examinations only once. If an M.A. student writes a thesis, the thesis com mittee wil l conduct an 

oral examination after the thesis is completed . This examination wil l be a defense of the t hesis. 

Reading Proficiency 

In add it ion to a command of French and English, students must d emonstrate read ing prof iciency 

in one other language. This requirement can be sat isfied by passing a readin g examination in the 

language or by successfu l ly completing a course in the language at the 202 level or it s equivalent . 
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